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into four parts: test construction and test types; statistical theory; 
the uses of tests; the pros and cons of testing. 

Testing needs such a book because over the past few years books 
like The Brain Watchers, They Shall Not Pass, The Branded Child, 
The Tyranny of Testing have emphasized or perhaps overempha- 
sized the weaknesses of testing. The hostile climate created has not 
been effectively countered by psychologists. In fact, they have in- 
tensified it by reluctance to take criticism and by a supercilious at- 
titude towards their critics, typified in Helmstader’s reference to 
them as “well-meaning, highly capable, but unknowledgeable per- 
sons,” as if testing was so esoteric as to lie outside the intelligent 
layman’s ken. Moreover, in actions like those in New York, where 
they opposed in court proceedings the parent’s access to his child’s 
records, they further alienated public opinion. 

Three years ago, William Daly, writing in the Test Service Note- 
book for the World Book Company, the nation’s biggest test pub- 
lisher, drew attention to the way matters stood: “Parents, edu- 
cators, and others are challenging testing programs. . . . Some clari- 
fication of issues is due.” 

It still remains due. 
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